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Richardson Museum Opens New Cambridge Classic Exhibit

Fans of NASCAR will find many similarities between their sport and power boat racing. Stock car pioneers were often shade tree mechanics, with an interest in fast cars that could outrun certain regulatory agencies. While the transportation of illicit brew probably hasn’t had as much influence on powerboat racing, the area around the city of Cambridge has produced many top-seeded boat drivers and mechanics. According to Allen Nelson of the Cambridge Power Boat Regatta Association, most earned their living in other fields but applied their skills to racing on the water. In his book “Powerboat Racing on the Chesapeake” William Mowbray points out that local auto mechanic Arlie Adkins was thirty years ahead of racecar builders by such innovations as balancing engine components and tuning exhausts. Safety innovations such as the driver’s cages on Jersey Skiffs got their start in races on the Choptank. And Dorchester County can claim eight Gulf Marine Hall of Fame inductees, including Ed Nabb, who is the only American to win all three major world awards. Sanctioned powerboat racing has been a continuous event on the Choptank since 1911, longer than anywhere else in the country. This year’s Cambridge Classic, July 26-27th, will feature competition in all 12 American Power Boat Association classes, including a rejuvenated Grand Prix class, with eight boats already registered, each capable of developing 700-1000 horsepower! In 2010 Cambridge will host, for the first time in the United States, the Triple Crown, the combined United States, Canadian and World championships, which is considered the Daytona 500 of power boat racing. For more information about the races visit the Cambridge Power Boat Regatta website www.cpbra.com.

In recognition of the significance of power boat racing to Cambridge and of racing’s contribution to the maritime history of this area, the Richardson Maritime Museum has recently opened a new exhibit featuring highlights of power boat racing on the Choptank. Photos and memorabilia, such as driver’s suits and trophies cover part of the wall of the main gallery. Tommy Thompson’s unprecedented run of six consecutive national championship trophies run across the top of the display, with photos of local drivers, mechanics and racing scenes interspersed with other items of interest. For Second Saturday in July, plans are in the works to have racing veterans on hand to share their experiences with museum visitors. Please plan to stop by and meet your local racers on Saturday, July 12th from 4 to 8 PM. More details will follow. The Richardson Maritime Museum at located at 401 High Street and is open Saturdays 10 am to 4 pm, Sundays and Wednesdays 1 to 4 pm.  

For more information on the Richardson Maritime Museum, call 410-221-1871 or visit www.richardsonmuseum.org 
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